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General Instructions :

i) The question-cum-answer booklet contains two Parts, Part – A & Part – B.

ii) Part – A consists of 35 questions and Part – B consists of 25 questions.

iii) Space has been provided in the question-cum-answer booklet itself to answer
the questions.

iv) Follow the instructions given in Part – A and write the correct answer in full in
the space provided below each question.

v) For Part – B enough space for each question is provided. You have to answer
the questions in the space provided.

PART – A

Four alternatives are given for each of the following questions / incomplete

statements. Only one of them is correct or most appropriate. Choose the most

appropriate alternative and write it in the space provided below each question.

35 × 1 = 35

1. At first the postmaster refused to give Andy any letter because

(A) he did not know that Andy was Squire Egan’s servant

(B) Andy wanted to give only four pence postage

(C) Andy called him a cheat

(D) Andy demanded him to give three letters.

Ans. :                                                                                                            

2. Mr. Durfy went to the post office

(A) to know whether there was a letter for him

(B) to introduce Andy to the postmaster

(C) to have a talk with the postmaster

(D) to introduce himself to the postmaster.

Ans. :                                                                                                            

3. The students almost worshipped Sarabhai because he

(A) was very lenient

(B) taught them well

(C) sat with them and discussed their problems

(D) encouraged them to study well.

Ans. :                                                                                                            
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4. Vikram went up the Himalayan mountains because

(A) he was very much interested in mountaineering

(B) he wanted to make a survey of Himalayan mountains

(C) he wanted to conduct experiments on X-rays

(D) he wanted to conduct experiments on cosmic rays.

Ans. :                                                                                                            

5. Initially Narendranath’s search for God’s existence was a failure because

(A) he had no belief in God

(B) he could not get satisfactory answers from anybody

(C) he was not guided properly

(D) his friends told him that there was no God.

Ans. :                                                                                                            

6. Vivekananda established the Ramakrishna Mission to

(A) spread the message of Sree Ramakrishna

(B) establish a number of religious institutions

(C) translate into action the message of Sree Ramakrishna

(D) collect funds from the public.

Ans. :                                                                                                            

7. According to Chandrashekar, Rahul Dravid is the finest batsman because

(A) he has played many matches

(B) he is technically sound

(C) he belongs to Karnataka

(D) he leads India to victory many times.

Ans. :                                                                                                            

8. Why has test cricket taken a back seat ?

(A) It is not popular

(B) It doesn’t fetch more money

(C) It is time consuming

(D) ODIs are more popular.

Ans. :                                                                                                            
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9. Why were people all over India waiting with bated breath for the landing of the
Columbia ?

(A) One of the crews was Kalpana Chawla, the first India born woman

(B) Columbia was an Indian Space Shuttle

(C) Columbia was to land on Indian soil

(D) Indians were watching Columbia for the first time.

Ans. :                                                                                                            

10. Kalpana wanted to marry Harrison because

(A) he was also in the University of Texas

(B) he was a good flying instructor

(C) both of them shared the same views and beliefs

(D) he was a good friend of her.

Ans. :                                                                                                            

11. According to the author, the European countries are

(A) civilized (B) advanced

(C) cultured (D) barbarous.

Ans. :                                                                                                            

12. The people of Europe put on more clothes than the people of Asia because

(A) they like clothes very much (B) they live in cold climate

(C) they are healthier (D) they are more civilized.

Ans. :                                                                                                            

13. According to the author, the best sign of civilization is to

(A) work hard

(B) work for others

(C) work selflessly

(D) work together for the common good.

Ans. :                                                                                                            

14. The woman activist who stormed the armoury at Chittagong was

(A) Preetilata Waddedar (B) Aruna Asaf Ali

(C) Shakuntala Damankar (D) Kashibai.

Ans. :                                                                                                            
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15. Padmavathibai Burli used to tell her children to eat a little less because

(A) they were poor

(B) she wanted to save money

(C) she wanted to feed the hungry freedom fighters

(D) it was her husband’s order.

Ans. :                                                                                                            

16. The ‘Dove’ died because

(A) it had no food (B) it lost its freedom

(C) it was sick (D) it was tired.

Ans. :                                                                                                            

17. Who is the beggar Maid compared to ?

(A) A clouded sky (B) The sun in clouded skies

(C) The moon in clouded skies (D) A clear sky.

Ans. :                                                                                                            

18. The word that is not used by the poet to describe his mother is

(A) beautiful (B) black

(C) prolific (D) mean.

Ans. :                                                                                                            

19. According to Tagore, God is pleased with our

(A) chanting and singing

(B) doing socially useful and beneficial work

(C) telling beads and wearing mantles

(D) worshipping in temples everyday.

Ans. :                                                                                                            

20. According to William Cowper, trying to scan God’s work is

(A) intelligence (B) a blessing

(C) good (D) useless.

Ans. :                                                                                                            

21. The Lord of Tartary is summoned to every meal by

(A) beating drums (B) blowing trumpets

(C) playing harp (D) playing mandolin.

Ans. :                                                                                                            
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22. The poet Gabriel Okara wants to learn from his son because his son is

(A) innocent (B) wise

(C) childish (D) intelligent.

Ans. :                                                                                                            

23. When did the robber see the miser ?

(A) Counting the gold (B) Digging the hole

(C) Crying near the hole (D) Kneeling by the hole.

Ans. :                                                                                                            

24. Why did Bhimasena go in search of Saugandhika flowers ?

(A) They were attractive

(B) Dharmaraya wanted those flowers

(C) He wanted to please his beloved wife

(D) He wanted to plant them in his garden.

Ans. :                                                                                                            

25. Gandhiji requested Mr. Gimi to exempt him from gymnastics because

(A) he did not like gymnastics

(B) he felt gymnastics had nothing to do with education

(C) he was physically weak

(D) he wanted to be free to serve his father.

Ans. :                                                                                                            

26. When Nino asked the Duchess to come down the tree, she

(A) soon came down (B) climbed still higher

(C) didn’t reply (D) began to weep.

Ans. :                                                                                                            

27. Happiness is not found in wealth. Here the word ‘Happiness’ is

(A) verb (B) adjective

(C) noun (D) adverb.

Ans. :                                                                                                            

28. The word that doesn’t rhyme with the other three is

(A) sting (B) pang

(C) hang (D) bang.

Ans. :                                                                                                            
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29. …………… you ever seen God ? The correct auxiliary verb to be filled in the blank is

(A) Did (B) Do

(C) Have (D) Does.

Ans. :                                                                                                            

30. All my fathers brothers and sisters are singers.

Here ‘apostrophe’ is missing in

(A) brothers (B) sisters

(C) singers (D) fathers.

Ans. :                                                                                                            

31. Sarabhai was born in an affluent family. Here ‘affluent’ means

(A) educated (B) rich

(C) intelligent (D) generous.

Ans. :                                                                                                            

32. Gandhiji was a renowned freedom fighter. Here the word ‘renowned’ means

(A) famous (B) adventurous

(C) fearless (D) industrious.

Ans. :                                                                                                            

33. A plastic chair is light but a steel chair is …………………… . The appropriate word to
be filled in the blank is

(A) dark (B) dim

(C) black (D) heavy.

Ans. :                                                                                                            

34. The word that does not take the prefix ‘in’ is

(A) direct (B) descent

(C) patient (D) correct.

Ans. :                                                                                                            

35. “She was mean, crooked, ready to scratch like a monkey.” The figure of speech
employed here is

(A) personification (B) simile

(C) alliteration (D) metaphor.

Ans. :                                                                                                            
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PART – B

Quote from memory : 3

36. Sweet little ……………………………………………………

………………………………………………………… why ?

You lived ………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………… with me ?

OR

His purposes ……………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………… hour

The bud …………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………… flower.

Answer the following questions in two or three sentences each : 10 × 2 = 20

37. “And why don’t you ask, you stupid thief ?”

a) Who is the stupid thief ?

  _______________________________________________________________________   

  _______________________________________________________________________   

b) What should he have asked ?

  _______________________________________________________________________   

  _______________________________________________________________________   

38. Why did Narendranath stand up in the class ?
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39. “I have a passion for the game.”

a) Who is the ‘I’ ?

  _______________________________________________________________________   

  _______________________________________________________________________   

b) What question was it a reply to ?

  _______________________________________________________________________   

  _______________________________________________________________________   

40. How was Kalpana different from other girls of her age ?

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

41. Who did Daksha’s father go with to the king and why ?

                                                                                                                             

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

42. Why did the king decide to make the beggar maid his queen ?

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

43. What is the central idea of the poem ‘Work is Worship’ ?

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

44. Why did the neighbours come running to the miser ?

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   
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45. What efforts did Bhima make to pull the monkey out of his way ? What was the

result ?
   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

46. Why was Gandhiji asked to pay a fine ?
   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

Answer the following questions in a paragraph each : 3 × 4 = 12

47. Describe Andy’s second visit to the post office.

OR

How did Sarabhai show that he was an ideal manager of human resources ?

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

48. How did Kashibai show her disregard to the British officer ?

OR

How did Daksha solve the problem of hatching boiled eggs ?

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   



11 31-E

04100 [ Turn over

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

49. What does the poet say about his mother’s qualities ?

OR

Summarise the poem “Work is Worship”.

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

_________________________________________________________________________________

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   
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50. Fill in the blanks with suitable prepositions choosing from the ones given in
brackets : 2

( from,  in,  on,  to,  of,  for )

Both …………… us will be imprisoned ………………… life.

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

51. Fill in the blanks with suitable conjunctions choosing from the ones given in
brackets : 2

( but, and,  or,  if,  because, though )

How can we find out ………………… a person or a society is barbarous ………………
civilized ?

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

52. Write the correct tense forms of the verbs given in brackets : 2

The student ……………… ( be ) successful in his efforts. Therefore he ………………
( be + award ) Ph.D. by the Bangalore University last year.

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

53. Fill in the blanks with the appropriate articles : 2

Shashtriji was ………………… freedom fighter of ………………  highest order.

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

54. Change into indirect speech : 2

The postmaster said, “Who do you want it for ?”

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

55. Change into other degrees of comparison : 2

No other girl was as wise as Daksha.

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________
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56. Imagine that you are Suresh / Sudha, Xth Standard, Govt. High School, Belgaum.

Write a letter to your Headmaster requesting him to grant you leave using the clues

given below : 5

Class and section — laid up with a severe fever — doctor’s advice to take rest — four

days’ leave — the way you compensate your absence.

OR

Write a letter to your father requesting him to send Rs. 500/- for your excursion

using the following clues given below :

Your studies — period of holidays — school’s plan for a trip — places to be visited —

amount of expenditure — request for money.

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   
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Write a paragraph using the clues given below : 4

57. A thirsty crow — hot weather — wandered in search of water — saw a jar — a little

water in the bottom — thought of a plan — dropped small stones into the jar — water

rose — crow drank — satisfied its thirst.

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

58. Write two paragraphs on any one of the following topics : 5

i) Newspaper

ii) Population explosion — need for its control

iii) Environment pollution.

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   
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   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow in two or

three sentences each : 2 × 2 = 4

Rabindranath set sail to England. Then he was a little over 17 years. Before joining

the University, he joined a public school for a few months. His classmates seemed to

like their new Indian friend and they showed their affection in many ways. Often they

would secretly put an apple or an orange into his pocket and run away.

He joined the University at London. He stayed with the Scotts, an English family.

Rabindranath Tagore was lucky because Mrs. Scott looked after him like a son.

One of Rabindranath’s teachers at the University was Henry Morley. He taught

literature and often asked the students to write essays. Rabindranath once wrote an

essay on the improper attitude and conduct of the British in India. Fearing the

reaction of his British teacher, Rabindranath did not go to class the next day. Actually

Morley was impressed by the high standard of Rabindranath’s writing. Rabindranath

later came to know that he had been praised in the class during his absence.
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59. How did Rabindranath’s friends show their affection to him ?

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

60. Why did he not go to class one day ?

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

   _________________________________________________________________________________   

                  


